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1. IN A TELEVISED ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON MAY 21 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER ANNOUNCED THAT THE GODR 
WOULD ACCEPT AND ACT UPON THE MAY 20 SUPREME COURT 
RULING THAT CALLED FOR THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE FROM PRISON 
OF THE FIVE MOVIMIENTO POPULAR DOMINICANO (MPD) LEADERS, 
JULIO DE PENA VALDEZ, ING. RAFAEL ANTONIO BAEZ PEREZ, 

LUIS ELPIDIO SOSA RODRIGUEZ, AGUSTIN MOISES BLANCO GENAO 
AND EDGAR ERICKSON PICHARDO, WHO HAD COMPLETED THEIR 
THREE- YEAR SENTENCES IN JANUARY 1974. THE PRESIDENT 
STATED, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS HOLDING THE FIVE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR FUTURE MPD BEHAVIOR AND WARNED THAT TERRORIST ACTS 
WOULD NOT BE TOLERATED. 

2. THE FIVE MPD LEADERS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED ON MAY 22. 

3. PRESTIGIOUS LISTIN DIARIO, IN ITS MAY 22 EDITORIAL, 
CONGRATULATED PRESIDENT BALAGUER ON HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
SUPREME COURT RULING AND ASSERTED THAT HE HAD SHOWN REAL 
COURAGE IN STANDING UP TO THOSE REACTIONARY ELEMENTS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT WHO HAD ADVOCATED IGNORING THE COURT S 
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THE MPRD LEADERS. 

4. COMMENT: BY HIS ACCEPTANCE OF THE COURT RULING AND 
BY HIS EARLIER RELEASE ON MAY 18 OF 20 OTHER "POLITICAL 
PRISONERS" (REFTEL), BALAGUER, AT LEAST FOR THE MOMENT, 

HAS SOMEWHAT DEFUSED THIS ISSUE. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, A 
LARGE NUMBER OF MPD AND OTHER LEFTIST EXTREMIST LEADERS 
STILL IN PRISON, AND THEIR CONTINUED PRESENCE THERE WILL 
KEEP THE ISSUE ALIVE AND BEFORE THE PUBLIC. 

HURWITCH 
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